Vision: "Inspiring life-long learning in every Viking."
Mission: "The mission of Voyager Academy is to provide students in kindergarten through grade twelve
an academically challenging and supportive learning environment. Staff utilizes experiential and
traditional learning strategies so that students become responsible, engaged, and innovative members of
society."
Values:
Confidence: Trusting in your own ability and being willing to take academic risks.
Curiosity: Eager to investigate and learn about the world around us.
Empathy: Being aware of and respecting another person’s feelings, experiences, and differences.
Reflection: Using past experiences to guide future learning and decision making.
Integrity: Doing the right thing and standing strong in what you believe

Dear Parents,
I hope you enjoyed your Halloween!
You may have already received an email request form your building principal to register for the schoolwide Remind App. This is to complete our full school profile and contact list for emergencies and last
minute alerts. As we shared, we are updating all of our crisis plans and undergoing training to help keep
our students safe and parents informed. Please make sure you complete the link you receive.
EXPO will meet on Thursday November 10, 2016 at 6pm in the Elementary Art/Music room. All
Voyager parents are welcome!
November 18th from 6:00-8:00 parents can drop off elementary school kids at the high school for a night
on the town. A minimum donation of 20$ will benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma society. Together we
can make Leukemia disappear!
The following is a link to the registration form:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kdlZOzjdvANXJXIOS67c0QbBirYJ01rIWaLqx-zc4M/edit?usp=sharing
Thank you,
High School National Honor Society

Board Update:
The Board of Directors met on October 27th. Don Draughon, school founder and chairman of the

Voyager Foundation, spoke about Voyager’s history and the Foundation’s ongoing role in the school.
Each principal shared highlights from their school, including celebrations, on-going initiatives, plans, and
recent testing results. Jennifer Lucas reviewed overall school performance data, the proposed school
calendar for next year, and results from the recent survey about what is most valued at
Voyager. Information on all of these topics will be shared via weekly newletters and/or the school
website….so stay tuned! There is much to be proud of and excited about. Our next meeting is scheduled
for December 8th, 5:15pm at the high school. All are invited to attend.

Arts Update:
Voyager Fall High School Chorus Concert
Mark your calendars!
The Voyager Fall Chorus Concert is Thursday, November 17th @ 7:00pm at the North Carolina School
of Science & Math's John Friedrick Educational Technology Complex! The concert will feature the HS
Choirs: Bull City Lights & Here Comes Treble, the MS Chorus as well as the HS & MS Instrumental
Ensembles. Admission will be taken AT THE DOOR ONLY: $10 for adults, $5 for students &
FREE for children 10 & under & Voyager Faculty/Staff (present Voyager ID). VAFOA will be
running the ticket sales at the door again this year....Cash or Credit/Debit cards will be accepted.
Questions? Contact Jenny Hobgood, HS Choral Director at jhobgood@voyageracademy.net

Middle School Spring Musical: The Little Mermaid, Jr.
Auditions for The Little Mermaid, Jr. will be in November and will be open for
5th -8th graders.
2nd – 4th graders will have the opportunity to participate in this year’s spring
musical through the theatre club: Viking Troupers. Students do not have to
audition for Viking Troupers but will have to be registered by a parent to
participate.
More details on specific information for auditions and for Viking Troupers will be
available soon!

High School and Middle School Fall Play Productions
Fall play night is a collaborative event between the HS and MS where 2 plays are performed, back to
back, over 2 days.
When: December 6th & 7th
Where: Durham Arts Council
Time:
7:00pm
Cost:
$6.00 (pre-sale online)
$8.00 (at the door)
Children under 3 are free!
Description of Plays:

Middle School Production, Law & Order: C-rhyme and Pun-ishment
In the nursery rhyme justice system, the people are represented by two separate yet equally important
groups — the detectives, who investigate the crime, and the magistrates, who prosecute the
defenders. These are their rhymes. The Inspector and the Punnish Sir (Yes, she’s always scrambling for
egg puns!) have been called in to investigate a crime scene where a Mister Humpty Dumpty has been
found shattered and fowl play is suspected. Can they solve the c-rhyme? With
hilarious musical numbers like “Eggicide” and “What the HONK Is Going On?,”
the yolk’s on you if you miss this egg-cellent production!

High School Fall Play, "And Then There Was One", by Michael Druce
This take-off of Agatha Christie's famous stage mystery is all comedy, filled
with hilarious sight gags and dialogue. Ten people are brought together by
mysterious invitation to the Reef Mansion on a tiny, isolated island. Not one of
them knows the host, who is nowhere to be found. Still, he has left an ominous
recording that bodes evil for the guests. Like the chocolate soldiers that
inexplicably disappear from the mantel one by one, the guests begin to die one
by one. Luckily, Inspector Miles is among the guests, but even he is stymied as to who the murderer
could be. As the guests begin to reappear in the final scene, we discover

PTO Update:
We did our first Boosterthon collection count and we are well on our way to collecting 100% of all
pledges made thus far! Our next count is scheduled for November 15th so if you have received an email
notifying you of outstanding pledges, get them in by then! Pledges can be paid online, by check (made
out to Voyager PTO) or cash. Please ensure your check and cash donations come to school in an
envelope with your child's name and homeroom teacher.
Our pirate-themed Scholastic Book Fair is fast approaching and we can't wait! Get ready to stock up on
treasures for Christmas!
November 28-December 2 Fair Hours:
Monday - 7:30am-2pm
Tuesday- Friday 7:30am-4pm
And don't miss our Bookaneer Family Night on Tuesday, November 29 from 4-7pm. We'll have snacks,
raffles and some of your favorite Voyager Academy staff reading pirate books! Mark your calendar now
and watch for more info coming soon...
But we can't do it without your help! Sign up here to volunteer...
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0B49ACAF229-voyager
Or visit our book fair online starting Nov 21. Find the link here:
www.scholastic.com/bf/voyageracademy

Athletics Update:
Signing Day Celebration
Voyager has two seniors that are signing scholarship offers to continue their education and athletic
careers at the college level. On Thursday Nov. 10th at 12pm we will be holding a celebration for these

two student athletes, please join us on Thursday as we recognition Amanita Johnson and Jackson
Kimbrough.
VIC CARD
Voyager Academy Athletics now has a new way to raise money. With the Harris teeter VIC Card, type in
the account number 3284 and the Voyager Academy Athletic program will receive a percentage of the
purchases.
LAW OFFICE OF SHELLEY CAMPEN BROWN
The Law Office of Shelley Campen Brown is now offering Voyager students and staff a discount on
traffic tickets. Through the month of the November, attorney fees are $100.00 from an original $200.00.
In addition, Voyager families and staff will receive a discount if they do a Will and General Power of
Attorney for only $175.00.
HS BASKETBALL
The Voyager Vikings basketball teams opened the 2016-17 season at Durham School of the Arts on
Thursday night. The first home game of the season is a rematch with DSA on Thursday, November
10. Game times are 5:00 (JV boys), 6:30 (varsity girls), and 8:00 (varsity boys). Please come out and
show your support for our teams as it promises to be another exciting season of Viking Basketball!
On Saturday, November 12 the Vikings return to action with a whole afternoon of games against the
Durham Flight. The middle school girls open play at 12:00 noon, followed by the middle school boys at
1:15, the JV boys at 2:30, varsity girls at 4:00, and varsity boys at 5:30. All of our basketball teams
appreciate your support!
MS Basketball
The MS Boys and Girls Basketball teams are raising money to buy new jerseys. On November 19th, we
will be hosting a 3 on 3 double elimination tournament and is open to Voyager Academy's 6th- 8th
graders. Each team must only contain 3 members. The teams must be ALL boys or ALL girls. The cost to
register is 45$ per team. All fees are due by November 14th to Ms. Jackson. The tournament will feature
the FIRST 24 teams to come and register! The cost to come and watch the tournament will be 5$ for NonVoyager Academy Students and 3$ for students! Hope to see you Saturday, November 19th, either in the
stands or on the court!

Middle School
Wrestling
Wednesday 11-9-16: 6:00pm Middle School Art Room – Middle School Wrestling Parent Athlete
Meeting

All Schedules, venues, directions and release times for contest are available on the athletic website.
Please see website for this information

Supporters
Voyager Families we ask that you continue to support those that support our athletic programs. The
companies below have made huge contributions to allow our student-athletes the opportunity to
participate in educational driven athletics:

North Durham Orthodontics- Who reminds us that a smile is always in style
Triangle Orthopedics- who work hard to keep our athletes on the court and fields
The Law Offices of Shelley Campen Brown - there to assist you with any of your legal needs and
offering specials to Voyager Families
Roxboro Road Chick-Fil-A who helps us feed the fire and can provide catering for any of your
gatherings
Upchurch Drugs and Gift Shoppe – there to help with all your medication, or optical needs while
providing a place to find a perfect gift to just show someone you care.
Rick Hendricks Chevrolet – Partnering with our Athletic Programs as our title sponsor for our 2016
Golf Tournament
Rasberry Maintenance – Providing quality service for of your commercial or residential cleaning and
landscaping needs

Elementary Update:
Dear VAES Families,
We have had a fabulous and busy week at VAES! The students and staff have been working very hard!
On Thursday, our first graders culminated their Business of Books project with a bookstore in the
elementary gym. Many fabulous books were written, autographs signed, and books purchased. Bravo,
First Grade!! Today, the second graders had their Sound, Culture, and Empathy project celebration. It
was so special and was a terrific way to start the weekend! The music, dancing, and craft items were
amazing!! Also, they dedicated their Buddy Bench and explained to parents how it will be used on the
playground. We are so proud of ALL our VAES students and staff!! I hope you enjoy the pictures.
Also, I sent an email to K – 3 families this morning about signing up to receive the Remind texts. My
phone has been “dinging” all morning. Thank you for signing up so quickly. If you haven’t signed up
yet, please do this. We will use mass texting to families in case of an emergency. If you need the link to
join a grade level group, please contact your child’s teacher. They will have the link.
First Grade Business of Books Project Celebration:

Second Grade Sound, Culture, and Empathy Project:

I hope everyone enjoys the lovely fall weather this weekend!
Best,
Leslie
VAES Principal
K -3 Empathy Projects and Apparel:
ALL EMPATHY APPAREL ORDERS ARE DUE BY THURS., NOV. 10
To fund our special empathy projects, the staff and students decided to design and sell a special empathy
t-shirt/apparel. All of the profits will be used to fund additional grade level projects.
November PTO Hospitality Luncheon:
Please join us in making our next Teacher/Staff Hospitality Luncheon a success. Please review the link
below and sign up.
November 17th- Elementary Conference Room
Link for November 2016 VAES Hospitality Lunch: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a48a8a6229november1
Thanks,
Dana King and Lynn Mattioli
Remind Text Directions:

We are setting up group text messages by grade level, K – 12, to ensure that if there was an emergency,
inclement weather, etc., we could very quickly and easily send a text message to all families. You must
join the group to receive the Voyager texts. Please click on the link that was sent to you this morning via
email.

VAES Yearbook Ordering Information:
2016-17 Elementary School Yearbooks are now on sale and can only be ordered online this year. You
can order your copy online at www.strawbridge.net. Yearbooks are $22.00 each and must be ordered
by January 31, 2017. After this date, there will be a price increase for additional book
orders. Visit www.strawbridge.net, click on Pay or Order Online, enter our school code 110322 for
Voyager Elementary, then click View Gallery. Choose Yearbook to proceed to your order. Please contact
Leslie Jewell (leslieljewell@gmail.com) if you have any questions. Order today!!
IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday, November 4:
1st Trimester Ends
Wednesday, November 9:
First Grade NC Museum of Natural Sciences Field Trip (more info. to come from 1st Grade)
Friday, November 11:
Veteran’s Day Holiday: NO SCHOOL for students and staff
Monday, November 14:
1st Trimester Report Card goes home to parents & EC Progress Notes
Thursday, November 17:
Hospitality Luncheon
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a48a8a6229-november1

Thursday, November 17:
HS Fall Chorus Show at 7:00 PM at the School of Math and Science
Friday, November 18:
2nd Grade Field Trip to Marbles Museum in Raleigh
Wednesday, November 23- Friday, November 25:
Thanksgiving Break/NO School for Staff and Students
Monday, November 28 – Friday, December 2:
Scholastic Book Fair at Voyager Academy in the Hock House (more info. to come from the PTO)
Friday, December 2:
4 week progress reports for students with concerns

Middle School Update:
Dear VAMS Families,
Can you believe it’s November? The weather is fabulous so let’s enjoy it while we can! When visiting
Mrs. Cline’s class, I was impressed to see how the students were learning about potential energy and
kinetic energy. It was also great to see the students working together to determine how to set up their
tubing to move the marble to the end of their design. Ask your seventh graders to explain the work they
did! I’m sure they can!

What an exciting afternoon for our fifth graders! They had a visit from Ed Masessa. Mr. Masessa is an
author of children’s books. He shared several of his books as well as the journey during his writing

process. We can hardly wait until the Book Fair so we can purchase some of his books such as
WandMakers, Travel-Size Pups, and Scarecrow Magic.

NEWSFLASH 1!!! 3 on 3 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
When: NOVEMBER 19TH
Time: 9-3
Who: First 24 teams to register
Registration: Voyager Academy 6th -8th graders ONLY Fee: $45.00 per team
Teams of 3 players – all boys or all girls, no mixed teams
Due Date: Nov. 14th - All team fees, names of team members, and ages of team members. See Ms.
Jackson if you have questions!
NEWSFLASH 2!!! LET'S FILL A U-HAUL - Thanks to all of you who collected items to send to
families in Lumberton. We appreciate your help. We also appreciate the help from the
elementary school as well as Northern High School’s National Honor Society. This was truly a
team effort. We will load the U Haul on Thursday, November 10th around 10:00. We also received
some monetary donations. Look for pictures in next week’s newsletter! Thanks for everything!
NEWSFLASH 3!!! Student Council Election Results
The results of our Student Council election are:
President:
Lani Miller
Vice-President: Jordan King
Treasurer:
Kate Flintom
Secretary:
MK Ware
Press and Public Relations: Jacob O’Keefe
Technology:
Kyla Schnee
NEWSFLASH: 4!!! GRADES, GRADES, GRADES
During parent conferences, several of you shared you weren’t aware of missing assignments and/or low
grades. For grades 4-5, feel free to check with your child’s teacher when you are unsure of his/her grades
or completed assignments. For grades 6-8, PowerSchool is a terrific tool that provides grading and
missing assignment information. Because we have PowerSchool and if you have access (if you don’t
send me an email), there should be no surprises at report card time or throughout the nine weeks.
Dates:
Nov. 9
4th Grade Goes Gem Mining
Nov. 10 Hurricane Matthew Donation Pick-up

Nov. 11 Veteran Day’s – No school
Nov. 15 Hospitality Luncheon for MS Staff
Nov. 18 Mid-quarter grades/Progress Reports
Have a great weekend,
Gwen
Gwen Johnson
gjohnson@voyageracademy.net
Voyager Middle School Principal

High School Update:
VAHS Science Teacher, Meghan Sauer Honored
VAHS Science Teacher, Meghan Sauer has been awarded the NCWA (North Carolina Association of
Soil & Water Conservation Districts) Teacher of the Year. Ms. Sauer will be recognized at the
Conservation Education Dinner at the Hilton Charlotte University Place on Monday evening, January 9,
2017. Congratulations Meghan!
VAHS Students Recognized for Giving Back to the Community
On Wednesday, October 27, several students from the high school were recognized at the Tomorrow's
Community Leaders Ceremony; which honors the area's student volunteers. The President's Volunteer
Service Award for over 100 hours was awarded to: Caitlyn Belmonte, Adam Cheifetz, Devan Desai,
Leah Glazer, Benjamin McQuaid, Kolbe McQuaid, Hailey Yancey
The Mayor's Silver Award for 60-99 hours was awarded to:
Allison Akers, Alice Hibbard
The Mayor's Gold Award for 100-149 hours was awarded to:
Mary Bowen Barringer, Devan Desai, Leah Glazer, Zachary Hibbard, Connor Hollon, Benjamin
McQuaid, Kolbe McQuaid, Christopher Sierra, Jr.
The Mayor's Platinum Award for 150+ hours was awarded to:
Caitlyn Belmonte, Adam Cheifetz, Hailey Yancey
2015-2016 Commissioner's Award:
Allison Akers, Adam Cheifetz, Devan Desai, Leah Glazer, Alice Hibbard, Zachary Hibbard, Amith
Jagannath, Katerina Lamm, Brendan Lilley
2015-2016 Student Action Board:
Mary Bowen Barringer
Congratulations and we are so proud of you.
Parents--You Can Get a Night on the Town!
On November 18th from 6:00-8:00 Voyager Academy parents can drop off elementary school kids at the
high school for a night on the town. Babysitting will be provided by the National Honor Society. A
minimum donation of 20$ will benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma society. Together we can make
Leukemia disappear!
The following is a link to the registration form:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kdlZOzjdvANXJXIOS67c0QbBirYJ01rIWaLqx-zc4M/edit?usp=sharing
Thank you,
High School National Honor Society

Senior Parent Night
Wednesday November 9, from 6-8pm will be Senior Parent night. Parents/guardians and Seniors are
invited to come to VAHS that evening to receive some very helpful information regarding graduation
requirements, the college application process and how to pay for college. We look forward to seeing you
at VAHS Senior Parent night.

Important upcoming dates
Date

Event

Dec. 1, Thursday Exhibition Night (time to be announced soon)
Nov. 9, Wed Senior Parent Night
Nov. 28 – Dec. 2 High School EOC TE21 Benchmarks
December 12-16 High School Final Exams/EOC/NCFE/CTE

Hurricane Matthew Assistance--You Can Help
Our Earth and Environmental Classes had been studying hurricanes when Hurricane Matthew blew into
North Carolina. Students saw an opportunity to help their neighbors, and quickly organized a bake sale
and bottled water donation drive. Within just a few days, students raised just under $80 and collected a
full SUV of bottled water. The American Red Cross was very grateful for Voyager's help in its disaster
relief efforts. Many families are still displaced. If you would like to donate, please you would like to
help the displaced families still living in shelters in Eastern North Carolina. If you'd like to donate, please
visit the redcross.org or text MATTHEW to 90999 to make a $10 donation.
FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes)
FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) Meets every Friday, after school, from3:50-4:50 pm in Room
D124. No need to be a Christian, nor an Athlete :) All are welcome!

